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2015 Meeting Dates for ALHC  
General Meeting and Presentation Held 

Mondays - Social  4:30pm - General 
Meeting 4:45pm - Presentation 5:15pm

June 29, July 27, Aug 31, Sept 28
The Bascom  

Expanded Newsletter • Now on Face Book • New Board Members • New offerings to 
ALHC Members who also become Members at the Bascom • New Show Dates •  New 
look for Newsletter • Newly Appointed Community Liaison • A Lively, Informative and 

Inspirational Slate of Programs for this Season at the Bascom • And  much more. 

In This Issue 

ALHC

http://www.thebascom.org/
http://www.thebascom.org/


Future Event 
Presentation by Stephen Kelley 
June 29 2015 

The Art League’s June meeting will be held at the Bascom on June 
29 at 5:00 p.m., with social time starting at 4:30.  The guest 
speaker will be Stephen Kelley. Steve is an entrepreneur, artist and 
writer.  His background is a tapestry of business and creativity 
involving historical music, mechanical folk art, art publishing and 
storytelling. Born on a Kansas City farm, his creative spirit was 
inspired at an early age by a grandfather who taught him to “make 
something out of nothing” that might mean something to someone 
one day.  That influence remained with him throughout his career.  
He grew up in South Florida and graduated from Mercer University 
in 1973 with degrees in business and art.   

After 22 years with the family automobile business, he changed 
gears and, over time, founded several companies in the music, publication and product design 
industries.   In 1999 Steve became the publisher of William Henry Chandler’s works.  Chandler was 
one of America’s most prolific early 20th century pastelists. In 2004 he founded Creative Flood, a 
product design firm most recently under license to Jeff Foxworthy and Larry the Cable Guy.  This 
hand carving venture inspired more hands-on interests, including Power/Full Productions, Good 
Made Things, The Good Woodleys and Goodley Words. In 2001 he treasure-hunted the long lost 
lyrics of Fanny Jane Crosby, America’s most prolific hymn writer, with more than 3000 to her credit, 
all but a handful never published.  He uncovered 2,700 handwritten, unpublished works, vaulted 
since 1915.  Power/Full Productions, in partnership with Integrity Music, will release its first album 
in September of this year, featuring the Blind Boys of Alabama, Ricky Skaggs and many other high 
impact artists.  The Good Woodleys, now licensed to Glory Haus, produces Steve’s hand carved 
StoryCarvingsTM, launching in June 2015.  Good Made Things are mechanical folk workings, as 
seen in the Georgia Mountain Laurel and soon to be featured in Cabin and Cove. Goodley Words 
are his inspirational and entertaining musings.  He has been a columnist for Southern Distinction 
magazine and the Georgia Mountain Laurel. 

Please join us for what promises to be an informative and entertaining program.      



Future Event 
Presentation by John Tolmay 
July 27, 2015 

The Art League’s monthly meeting at the Bascom 
will feature local sculptor, John Tolmay.  Born in 
Southern Rhodesia, his early years were spent in 
the bush, and its influence runs through much of his 
work.  However, he also had an affinity for the 
American West, and his first sculpture, when he was 
sixteen, was a bust of an American Indian, for which 
he received Honours from the Cambridge 
Examination board in the UK.  His father, a cattle 
rancher, insisted that John’s formal education be in 
agriculture rather than art.  After graduating from college he traveled to the U.S. and worked as a 
cowboy in Nebraska and New Mexico.  Returning to Africa by way of Europe he worked as a 
rancher and later as a safari guide.  He moved to the U.S in 2003.  Best described as a wildlife 
artist, he is also a conservationist.  His bronzes are truly remarkable in detail and are cast in 
foundries in Montana.  They can be found in homes in the USA, Africa, Australia and Europe.  
Social time is at 4:30 with the program at 5:00 p.m.  

Please visit the Art league’s web site, 
www.artleaguehighlands-cashiers.com     

Zach Claxton is the Featured Artist at the Creek Side Restaurant for the month of July.  
Please support him and all of the League Artists represented there. 

Plan on having lunch or dinner and browse the works of our artists.                                          
The Creek Side owners graciously hang and sell our work.                                                                                                    

Let them know how much we appreciate it with your patronage.



Future Event 
Presentation by CynDe Copple,  
Past President of the Board 
and Present Treasurer -  

Art Quilts 

CynDe has been creating artwork since she was a 
teenager. Intrigued by their power and beauty, she began 
drawing large cats, lions, leopards and tigers. As a young 
adult, CynDe developed her own cartoon series. She 
created calendars for several years from these cartoons. 
In 2006, CynDe and her husband, Mark, formed Tsartistry 
LLC, a Fine Art Gallery in Franklin, NC. CynDe's work is 
inspired by color, movement and light. She loves to depict the power and grace in movement. 

Her medium of choice for about 10 years was oil. However, CynDe has also been a quilter for the 
past 15 years. For quite awhile, she has desired to combine her painting and quilting interests into 
art quilts. Her art quilts are more abstract and combine color, texture and line to express mood and 
movement.  These quilts are all made from natural cotton fabric. She uses a variety of threads, most 
of which are cotton.  

CynDe finds inspiration from living in the beautiful mountains of North Carolina. The light and 
atmospheric conditions are constantly changing here. There is a vast variety of plants, animals and 
insects. One of CynDe’s pieces, "Change is in the Air" depicts the lovely change of color from the 
cool greens of summer to the warm, homey tones of fall.  

CynDe continues to challenge herself to create artwork that gives the viewer an appreciation for the 
beauty of movement, whether subtle or overt, graceful or awkward. Nothing is static. There is 
always motion. 

CynDe and her husband Mark own Tsartistry Gallery at 20 Cullasaja Vista Ln, Franklin, NC 

ALHC Fall Colors Show at the Rec 
Center in Highlands Lives On 

Zach Claxton Has Graciously Agreed to Chair the Show. 

October 16th & 17th 2015 
Save the Dates 

ZachClaxton@aol.com 

mailto:ZachClaxton@aol.com
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Summer Colors Fine Art Show 2015 

Saturday July 11th & Sunday July 12th 
at the Sapphire Valley Community Center 

  
Applications have been sent out. If you have not received it you can down load it at  

www.artleaguehighlands-cashiers.com/artshows 
  

For more Information  - please contact Peggy Marra, Show Chair Person  

peggymarra@gmail.com 
  

This is the second year the show will be held at Sapphire Valley Community Center. It was a very 
successful and well-attended event in 2014.  By expanding our base to the Cashiers area we have 
tapped into a whole new clientele.  As a result many participating artists found sales were up last 
year for the first time in many years.  There are a limited number of booths still available. 
 

http://www.artleaguehighlands-cashiers.com
http://www.artleaguehighlands-cashiers.com


To visit the Hermitage in St. Petersburg, Russia is a rare 
privilege.  My wife Beth and I were fortunate to have traveled 
there last October.  One of the premier museums in the world, 
promoting renowned woks of art is a marvelous way to use a 
previous palace of the Tsars! 

Housed in this huge palace are works of art from around the world.  There is plenty 
of French impressionism, Picasso is there as is daVinci, Michaelangelo, and 
Mattise.  Rembrandt is there 24 strong!!  These Tsars collected the very best of their day. 

One of the amazing facts is that only seven percent of Russia’s owned art is displayed in the 
Hermitage.  The other 93 percent is housed in a very well protected facility some distance from the 
museum. 

It is amazing that during World War II much of this art was hidden and protected.  That which was 
not protected and confiscated has been recovered and returned. The Nazis, however, did a number 

on the building which over time 
has been returned to its former 
splendor.   

One day is not enough to really 
“see” the Hermitage, but it sure 
is better than not seeing it at all. 

Entrance to Hermitage

Winter Palace  (The Hermitage) from the Neva River.  The building is really made 
up of several buildings added	  on	  over	  )me.	  

Are you a member of the Art League and have traveled to see an exhibit,  

gallery or museum that features art that has held a particular interest for you? 

If so please share your story and pictures with our league.  

Contact: Patty Calderone pcalderone@earthlink.net 

Travel Log 
by ALHC Member Ken Bowser

mailto:pcalderone@earthlink.net
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Members News 
Sue Taylor White Wins Award 

Date of Show was April 11, 2015 
Name of Show:  Alabama Flora and 
Fauna Art Show, featuring original 
nature inspired  works by Alabama Artists.  

Held each year at AWF Alabama Nature 
Center. (Held at historic Lanark, 
a plantation bequeathed to AWF to further 
land conservation and  encourage young 
people to learn and appreciate our natural 
resources. 

“The Award was a purchase award, consequently, the painting 
joined their collection with three more of my works that have been 
awarded Best of Show during the past eleven 
years. The painting is 30 x 15 and is a gallery wrapped oil, “ White 
said. 

White is a signature member of Artist for Conservation, an 
international organization located in Vancouver. 
Their yearly traveling show was at the Miramar Cultural Center in 
Fort Lauderdale April 23-25 and at the Nova Southeastern 
University May 12-June 19. “One of my paintings was included in 
the show. They have included several of my paintings in three 
coffee table books and the one in their show is featured in their 
2015 calendar also. I am so looking forward to the show in 
Sapphire this year. Please visit my website 
 www.taylorwhitegallery.com.” 

Congratulations, Taylor! 

Taylor’s work was chosen by Peggy Mara, Show Chair Person to 
represent The Summer Colors Fine Art Show at Sapphire 
Community Center near Cashiers. 

If you are a member of the ALHC an would like to “post a 
boast”. Please send information and photos to Patty 
Calderone at pcalderone@earthlink.net

“Summer Gold “ by Taylor White

“These sunflowers were so 
brilliant in the sunlight I 
could not resist trying to 
capture  the way the sun 
just bathed them with 
light.The Gold Finch were 
very plentiful at our bird 
feeder this year.“ 
 

http://www.taylorwhitegallery.com/
http://earthlink.net
http://www.taylorwhitegallery.com/
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New Board Member 
Cherie Faircloth, Membership Chair Person

With over twenty years of experience in marketing and advertising as an 
advertising agency Media Director, Ms. Faircloth is uniquely suited to bring 
target markets, demographics and media choices together in order to deliver 
the right message to the right audience.   Her years of expertise are 
concentrated in tourism, real estate and sports marketing.  She is most 
proud to be the recipient of the coveted Silver Medal Award, given by the 
American Advertising Federation for lifetime career achievement and contributions to the industry.  
  

Also published since 1990 as a freelance writer, she has written for travel, business, real estate and 
medical publications.  Currently Cherie writes social media blogs and newsletter for numerous 
innkeepers, maintains her own special interest page on FaceBook, Livin’ in the North Georgia 
Mountains, and has recently started to report on Rabun County for The Macon County News.  She 
invites you to visit her on Livin in the North Georgia Mountains for photos and accounts of her 
travels around the mountains that she loves.  
  

Cherie has one daughter, Analeila, who graduated from Rabun Gap Nacoochee School this year. 
She lives with her dearest friend, thirteen year old Coco Chanel, her chocolate Pomeranian.  She 
looks forward to being joined by fiancée Tom this summer and living happily ever after in the North 
Georgia Mountains. 

The Board has been grateful for the help we have received for the past few months from Sarah 
Gillespie. She has been serving as our Vice President since April of this year.  When coming on 
board we new that her other commitments might interfere with her abilities to get to involved with 
the activities for the Art League. We both agreed that we would give it a try and see how things 
worked out. As it turns out her professional obligations have grown tremendously, making it difficult 
for her to continue on the board in that capacity. She will now be acting as our interim VP as we 
look for someone to replace her. We have enjoyed our brief relationship with Sarah and have 
valued her input on what she has been able to contribute. We sincerely hope that she continues to 
be a member of the Art League even though her obligations are taking her in other directions. The 
Board and membership wish her tremendous success in all she does.  

Sarah has an information technology background with over 20 years of experience. Sarah has also 
held her real estate license since 2005 and has sold properties in the metro Atlanta area. She 
currently sells luxury real estate in Rabun County, Georgia and the surrounding region in addition to 
owning and operating her marketing and event planning business Warwoman Ventures. She is a 
native of Rabun County with family roots spanning close to 200 years locally. 
Sarah serves on the Board of Trustees for the Hambidge Residency Program and as the Public 
Relations and Communications Committee Chair for the Rabun County Board of Realtors. 

Sarah has arranged for our presenter, Stephen Kelley for our June 29th meeting at the Bascom. 
We are all looking forward to his presentation.  See page 2

New Board Member 
Sarah Gillespie, Vice President



New Member 
ALHC Board Approves Janet Cummings  
as Community Liaison 

Janet Cummings, with her partner and best friend, Marjorie Christiansen, 
began publishing the Laurel Magazine in 2002. Filling a need for a full color 
publication that could promote both Highlands and Cashiers seemed like a 
win-win for everyone. And as they enter their 14th season, that's been 
proven true. A wonderful benefit has been the opportunity to really learn 
about both communities, and to find ways to promote and help. Prior to 
becoming involved with the Art League, Janet served on the Greater Cashiers Area Merchants 
Association board. That board is responsible for the now popular Groovin' on the Green music 
series and the Annual Leaf Festival.In recent years, Janet has had a chance to stretch her 
boundaries, and has enjoyed art instruction from both  
Velda Lovell at the Blue Valley Gallery in Cashiers, and with Pat Calderone at Calderone Fine Art 
Gallery in Sky Valley. Last year, she had the wonderful opportunity to participate in the Cashiers 
Plein Air Festival - with a 3 day class with Kim Casebeer. 

“Getting involved with the Art League just seems like a natural step," said Janet. "I am looking 
forward to using my resources and connections to the benefit of all involved." 
Janet and her husband, Thomas, live in Clayton, Georgia. Combining their family almost 23 years 
ago, they have seven children and 14 grandchildren. 

Janet’s  position will include promoting goodwill, events and functions for the Art League of 
Highlands and Cashiers. She is the perfect person for the position since her work with her magazine 
allows her to make contact with all new businesses coming into our area and she also services 
existing businesses and organizations. Laurel Magazine sponsors many local events all over the 
Greater Plateau which allows Janet to network with a vast variety or people. Her duties will be 
evolving.  

Please read the following  article to see some of the things we are working on that would involve her 
and our new Membership Chair, Cherie Faircloth, President Pat Calderone, with advice and 
consultation from Mary Pless, Art League Member, and Member of the Dunwoody Art League in 
Dunwoody, Georgia. 



ALHC MembershipInformation

Online Membership Directory  
Over the winter I have been working on the ALHC Website. The next phase of that project is to get 
the Membership Pages laid out and workable. The plan was to publish every members name in 
alphabetical order, which has almost been accomplished. Please take the time to go to the website 
www.artleaguehighlands-cashiers.com and check out the Membership Directory Page. Find your 
name. Check the spelling and email address, If there are changes please let me know what they are 
by email and send to pcalderone@earthlink.net. If you find you are not listed I apologize for not 
including you. Please forward that information to me. If you would rather your email was not posted 
on the website let me know that as well.  We are doing our best to bring the information up to date. 
Cherie Faircloth is our new Membership Chair Person and is working closely with me to get this 
information current. Most of the Membership and Show Applications have been processed but there 
are still a few out there. 

There is an Option 2 
If you would like to be included in the ALHC Online Gallery Directory which would include a link from 
your name listing to your own page. This page would include a picture of you, Up to 3 pictures of 
your work, A paragraph of information about you and your work. And a  link to your own website. 
There would be a cost for the set up of this page of $25 per member. Picture changes would be $5 
per change, It is highly recommended that you include the name of the piece, the price, the 
medium, the size, and whether it is framed? 

Each member would be responsible for providing the copy, jpeg images that are with in the 
recommended size requirements and information about those images as well as their website if 
applicable. If images sell you would be responsible for letting the website staff know so we can mark 
it sold. Or replace image if you choose to do so. If you feel this is something that you may be 
interested in participating in please let me know via email. I will  soon be providing a sample or two 
of the pages on the website for you to look at.  

Part of a Bigger Plan 
Merchant Partnering and Membership with ALHC. 

Janet Cummings, our newly appointed Community Liaison will be visiting merchants in Highlands, 
Cashiers, and all the surrounding areas on her regular route as owner and sales executive of the 
Laurel Magazine of Highlands and Cashiers. She will be explaining the role and offering of the Art 
League of Highlands and Cashiers in the Community. Our goal is to offer the work of members of 
the ALHC to the businesses of the area for Sale in their businesses, The Merchants could look at 
examples of the artist’s work on The Online ALHC Directory, and if interested could go on to their 
personal website and learn more about them. When and if they see an artist they are interested in 
and would like to represent they would contact Janet and Janet would let the artist know. 

continued. on page 11 

by Patty Calderone, President of the Art League 

http://www.artleaguehighlands-cashiers.com
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continued from page 10 

We are suggesting that at the commission paid to that business be 25% in which 5% would go to 
Janet Cummings as the sales representative. The Business would collect and pay the appropriate 
sales tax.  The artist would be paid within 7 days of the sale.  

In Addition There is More… 

Our plan and hope is that this merchant/artist relationship would lead to Artist’s Openings, 
Community Art Walks, and related festivities. Our territory includes Highlands, Cashiers, Glenville, 
Lake Toxaway, and more.   

Here is an example of what Dunwoody Art Association Iintroduced, implemented and has been very 
successful with in their community. 

An excerpt from a local newspaper, the Dunwoody Crier about Dunwoody Fine Art Month. 

Dunwoody Fine Art Association has named October as Dunwoody Fine Art Month. 
The organization has partnered with 30 local businesses in support of local artists, according to the 
Dunwoody Crier. Original works by local artists will be put up on display in the businesses with 
signs in the windows indicating who the artist is. 

An “Art Walk” through the community wraps up Thursday, Oct. 30, at the Dunwoody Stage Door 
Players Theater, the news outlet reports. There will be a reception to thank and recognize the artists 
and businesses. 

“We want to extend a warm, heartfelt thank you to the businesses that support our local artists and 
are willing to promote Dunwoody Fine Art Association in the Dunwoody Community,” Barbara 
Riordan, DFAA president, told the Dunwoody Crier. 
Participating businesses are: 

 • Bank of America          
 • Blooms of Dunwoody          
 • Cafe at Pharr          
 • Barbonara Trattoria          
 • Care Minders          
 • DeKalb County Library          
 • Dunwoody Chamber of Commerce          
 • Dunwoody City Hall          
 • dunwoody Photo          
 • Dunwoody Stage Door Players          
 • D’Vine Wine and Bar Shop          
 • Edward Jones          
 • Feldman Law Offices          
 • Fidelity Bank (3 locations)          
 • Huntington Learning Center          
 • Jeff Rodgers          
 • DMD          

Please let us know your thoughts on developing some or all of these ideas?  Please email         
Patty Calderone 

pcalderone@earthlink.net

mailto:pcalderone@earthlink.net
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President – Patty Calderone out-going 
Vice President – Sarah Gillespie out-going 
Treasurer – CynDe Copple out-going 
Secretary – Zach Claxton interim out-going 
Publicity – Zach Claxton 
Membership – Cherie Faircloth 

Community Liaison – Janet Cummings Special Committee  

Hospitality Chair –  Cynthia Berg  

Members at Large – 
Rosemary Stiefel – ALHC Parliamentarian 
Caroline Cook – ALHC Policies and Etiquette & Children's Programs 
Susan Bauknight – Bascom Partnership Coordinator 
Childrens Programs Coordinator 
Carol Rollick – Colors Fine Art Shows Policies and Coordinator 

Summer Colors  Art Show Chairperson – Peggy Marra  
Fall Colors Art Show Chairperson –  Zach Claxton

ALHC Board Members 2015

Board Positions Openings - Please Read 
At the upcoming ALHC Board meeting on June 29, 2015, Zach Claxton and I are supposed to 
present a slate of candidates for the following board offices: 
                President             Vice President                   Secretary              Treasurer 
These positions are vital to the continuance of our art league. We need people dedicated to the 
future of our art league and with a desire to see the visual arts flourish in our community. The board 
meets approximately 7 times per year. Meetings, generally, occur from the end of April until the end 
of October. 
A summary of the duties of each of these offices is as follows: 
President - supervise and control all of the business and affairs of the corporation, preside at all 
meetings of the board, appoint committees and select chairpersons and only votes when necessary 
to break a tie. 
Vice President - perform duties of President in the absence of the President, serve as program 
chairman and may appoint a committee to assist with this duty. 
Secretary - keep minutes of meeting of board, prepare minutes of prior board meeting for board 
approval and oversee membership chairman. 
Treasurer - maintain corporate checkbook, make deposits, write checks, prepare financial report for 
each board meeting and file annual report with IRS on behalf of corporation. 

For complete descriptions of these offices, please check the by-laws available on our website 
www.artleaguehighlands-cashiers.com or contact Pat Calderone, President of ALHC 
pcalderone@earthlink.net 

continued on next page 
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The Art League of Highlands Cashiers Meets Monthly at  

The Bascom. www.artleaguehighlands-cashiers.com 

Also Look for us on Face Book 

www.Facebook.com/The.ArtLeagueofHighland-Cashiers.com 

Board Position Openings continued from page 10. 

Per our corporate by-laws, length of service for officers is limited to three consecutive terms in 
the same office . Our current President has served for 2 years as President and 3 years on the 
board. Our Treasurer has served for 3 years as Treasurer and 4 years on the board. We, also, have 
several members at-large. These members have served for many years. 

We have made some great strides in our art league over the past years. We have a beautiful 
newsletter, new website, expanded our art league to Cashiers, moved the summer show to Sapphire 
Valley, provided excellent programs and speakers and rekindled a strong relationship with The 
Bascom. We need energetic members to step forward and continue this great work. 
Please consider serving on the board of our wonderful art league. If you are interested, please 
contact Zach Claxton at zachclaxton@aol.com or me at tsartistry@gmail.com 
Thank you, CynDe Copple   

www.thebascom.org
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